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Joseph Langland Award in prose

First place ........................... Billy Anderson
Second place ........................... Carol Larsen

Joseph Langland Award in poetry

Firstplace ............................. Stanley Cupp
Second place ........................... Carol Madsen

Hal Evans Cole Awards

Art ... Panther by Dick Brink
Honorable mention ....The Sower by Marlene Pedersen

Still Life by Jim Olsen
Music ... Isaac Jenkins
Honorable mention ................. Patricia Andersen

The approach to this year’s cover is
somewhat different in three respects:
(1) A bird form represents the sower,
(2) the idea is presented through ab-
stract art, (3) and the medium is
scratchboard. The sketch at the left
shows the basis for the cover design—
a bird carrying in its beak a twig which
bears seeds. When the seeds are scat-
tered, the bird is a sower.

The nearly vertical, narrow object in
the center of the design represents the
twig which is held by the bird (the
form entering at the upper left). The surrounding lines are ab-
stractions of clouds, placed in keeping with the rules of good de-
sign.

The medium itself, scratchboard, is a special type of paper
covered with a black ink. The design is produced by scratching
through this ink with a very sharp tool to expose the white of the
paper. The lines are produced in white rather than in the usual
black.
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Gone to the Store

Susan Jorgensen

144 MIKE WENT to the store, dear.”

Every time his brother went out the door, four year old
Jamie would ask where he had gone.

Half an hour ago Lois Miller had sent her oldest son, Mike, to
their neighborhood grocer. Mike had sat for fifteen minutes scrawl-
ing out the list. “A pound of butter, a quart of milk, and two large
onions.” “Pretty good for an eight year old,” Lois thought.

Now, two hours later, Mike still hadn’t returned. Lois looked
out the window for the third time since he had left and then went
out and walked the block and a half to the store.

“Mike? No, he hasn’t been here for a couple of days. Probably
just forgot and started playing with some friends.”

Lois called every mother she could think of. Always the same
answer—“Haven’t seen him all day.”

Y
!

“Doug, Doug!” she screamed in the phone. “Mike’s lost. I sent
him to the store and he didn’t go. I can’t find him anywhere.”

Doug was home in ten minutes and the police followed.

Soon the radio was blaring out: “Small boy, age eight, last
seen at 44th and Elmore, wearing blue jeans and a striped T-shirt.
Anyone having seen this boy please notify the Bradley City Police
Department.”

One day, two days and still no answer to the plea. Policemen
had questioned neighbors but no clue could be uncovered.

In the Miller home hope never died. To little Jamie, Mike was
at the store. He asked over and over again if he wasn’t coming
home soon, for the faith of a child is so much stronger than an
adult’s. Little did he realize the many misfortunes that could be-
{all a child in such a short walk. How much happier he was than
his parents whose minds were hampered by experience. Without -
Jamie, Lois and Doug would have lost their faith, too. But his
certainty that Mike would come home gave his parents courage.

Now three days had gone by. Three hopeless days that revealed
nothing. The radio brought nothing, neighbors could offer nothing,
and the police seemed to be working in vain.

It was nine o’clock the morning of the third day. The detective
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in charge ordered the dragging of the near-by river. Equipment
was brought in. Crowds began to gather—some out of curiosity,
some out of love, and some out for adventure. Their faces all
carried the expression of wonder—wonder if that river with its
hungry rapids would swallow up a defenseless boy.

The equipment was moved into the water. One hour, two
hours, nothing.

“I've got something! Can’t tell for sure what it is,” a man
shouted.

“Mommy, is this what they're looking for?”

Lois reached down and took what Jamie handed her. Through
tear strained eyes she looked at the pitiable handwriting and
read:

“a pound of butter,
a quart of milk, and
two large onions.”

Freedom In Eternal Things

When a rich man by his treasure is forsaken,

Beauty fades, patterns run, gold is wrought by thieves.
Young can mend, the old man it bereaves,

And both must through the needle’s eye be taken.

He chooses it not as easier by skill;

It ties and binds to check and steer — demands obedience.
But common closeness, boredom, audience,

Satisfy till conflict, then resolve in hate and kill.

Eternal treasure, pattern then divine,

Gives him never ending tasks which lead him wider, higher.
Then, praising God and Christ, our humble Buyer,

He finds his quarrels just as small as he, almost benign.

Jerry Martin



Jim Olsen



Written in honor of NELL CARTER—OId Main’s greatest admirer

Old Main Tower At Night

She hovers in the black of night
In view of passers-by,
Suspended in a shower of light—
A sentry from the sky.

For many years she’s kept her watch,
Safe keeping hallowed ground,

And from her windows one may catch
The peaceful slumber of our town.

But though her raiment displays age,
Her features tired and still,

All we would think it sacrilege

To tear her from our hill,

The chapel nights we hold so dear
Are held within her breast,

And as the time for sleep draws near
She lulls us to our rest.

It seems to me she’s much distressed
When students journey home;

Her weary eyes stare from the crest—
Dismayed—and left alone.

But as each traveler comes in view,
Her frown becomes a smile;

For she forgives our past adieu—
Forgets that we were gone awhile.

So let her withered boards remain,
Withstanding storm and throng,

For we who've learned to love Old Main
Despair to say, “So long.”

Stanley Cupp



One of the Robbers

Carol Larsen

THE FIRST RAYS of the early sun, coming through the window
in the clay wall, were a bit too bright that morning. Rachael
wanted to curse the dawning of that day, but she could not. Her
heart had become but a heavy stone in her breast, dead to emo-
tion. She had cried too much, slept too little, and hated too in-
tensely. She detested that Jerusalem with its shadowy arches,
damp alleys, moaning beggars, smelly camels, its Herod and
Caesar, and their repulsive soldiers.

Last week on the eve of the Sabbath, Joshua, her husband, had
been arrested. He would hang on a cross today at noon till he was
dead because he had taken a few shekels from a well-fed official
who was very much under the influence of drink, but not drunk
enough to lose the feeling of protectiveness toward his purse.

Joshua was not a bad man, but a man with no alternative.
Taxes were high and had to be paid. A sandal maker on David
Street did not earn much, and after the tax collector had been
around, there was little to live on, so Joshua borrowed from tne

rich.

Rachael turned her face from the wall to the cradle where her
tiny son lay sleeping. “How Joshua loves him, and such big plans
—what is there now? I shall have to beg in the streets, and
Samuel . . . I will have to give him to the king. They will teach
him to become a soldier. He will learn to despise his own peopie.
Joshua is going to die . . . that accursed cross of a million deaths.
I must ery . . .” But there were no tears, only a gnawing pain

of desolation and helplessness.

Then she lifted her head and went to the heavy wooden table
in the middle of the room. She slipped something into the waist
of her robe as she came back toward the cradle. Rachael wrapped
the child with a cloth and gathered him into her arms. She slipped
her feet into a pair of dusty sandals and, without a backward

glance, left the house.

Through the dirty streets with their smooth stones, past the
chattery marketplace and the town well, walked Rachael with her
child, aware only of her destination. Upon reaching the north
wall, she passed through the gate and stopped. Her eyes followed
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a crooked, bumpy road for about a mile to a hill known to Jeru-
salem as Golgotha. She could barely distinguish three stark out-
lines at the very top of the hill. One of these was Joshua. Rachael
could feel the nails tearing her own hands and feet; she was sick-
ened.

The torture seemed to strengthen her as she walked toward
the hill, and she said, “ I must!” The sharp rocks cut at her feet,
but she did not care.

Then the sun went behind an immense black cloud, and it
was as dark as night. The birds stilled their singing, and all Ra-
chael could hear was the clatter of stones disturbed by her feet.
Rachael puzzled at the colorless sky, void of all light, and covered
Samuel’s head to protect him from the coming storm.

The way became steeper and Rachael realized she was climb-
ing the hill. As she reached the level ground at the top of Golgotha,
a man voiced breathily, “Today you shall be with me in paradise.”
Such strange words. In the next instant the same voice whispered,
“It is finished,” and there came a roar of wind and a crash of
thunder. The very earth trembled. In a flash of lightning Rachael
saw the figure on the cross to the right. The face of the man was
scarred, and his eyes were shaded with heavy black brows. His
jaws were distorted with pain, and his naked body was rigid; the
muscles knotted grotesquely. His torn hands opened and closed
in defiance of his approaching doom.

In the next flash of light Rachael saw the cross in the middle.
The face of this man showed not bitterness, but a willing sur-
render. A crown of thorns placed on his head had caused tiny
rivulets of blood to streak his face.

Now Rachael knew where Joshua was, and she clutched Samuel
to her side as she drew a knife from her robe. She was going
to shorten Joshua’s agony. The few spectators were too frightened
at the thunder and lightning to take notice of a woman at the
foot of a cross with her hand poised high in the air holding a
knife. When the sky lighted again, she saw her husband but
could not strike. There was not anguish or torture on his face,
but peace and well-being. His body was not distorted, but re-
laxed as if in sleep. “He is already dead,” thought Rachael, “but
no, he is speaking.”

“Wife . .. do not . . . I have forgiveness.” Then his head bowed
and he died.

The storm quieted as quickly as it had begun. The widow
lowered her hand and the knife dropped, echoing in the black
stillness.
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Chaud

Isaac Jenkins

Solo for Flute
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Lonely

Limitless space, a desert country,
A land that has exhausted many.
In the distance appears

The skeleton image of a windmill.
No faint breeze to stir the dust;
Only stillness and utter desolation.

I feel so still and alone,
Even as if death would be more alive.

Here sleeping is so peaceful,
One doesn’t have to think;
It’s before one sleeps that’s difficult,
Then one thinks so much.
Strange how people whirl around,
I'm frightened . . .

but they’ll stop.

TI'm so lonely . ..
I'm so tired . ..
I must sleep.

Clayton Krueger

How quick our coming,
but more sudden our dying . . .
short the space between.

Donald Forsberg

Where does the moon go
when its work is done? Like life,
quietly it goes.

Lonnie Hayne
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Rear View Mirror .
Mary Jo Andrews

THE SETTING SUN dresses up the town in gold. Long gray
shadows overlap into blackness. A crisp wind whispers win-

ter’s message of death to the leaves. Brown and gray leaves sever

their contact with life and drift sadly to their ground grave.

Everybody seems to be outside doing yard work. There in the
next block is the Smith tribe out helping the wind scatter Mrs.
Smith’s regimental piles of leaves. Little Sally Smith is like the
wick of a firecracker. She burns bright with an idea until her
brothers catch on fire. Then she burns out and watches their
energy explode into the prank. Sally is brushing the dust and
leaves off her black peddle pushers and black shirt, looking in-
nocently in this direction while the boys bury themselves in the
leaves.

Mr. Smith is driving the car right behind me. I can see his
unsmiling but proud face in my rear view mirror as he watches
his active boys. He is probably working up to scolding the boys
into raking the leaves before supper.

Suddenly the steering wheel jerks. A thump comes from the
front wheel. What did I hit? Must have been a rock or some-
thing in the road. Now I can see what looks like a black tire re-
flected in the mirror. That’s odd, Mr. Smith just sprang from his
car, left it right out in the middle of the road. Look at him run.
He’s running toward the tire.

Oh my God, it’s Sally Smith! I hit her!

Somehow my car stopped. I sat in it staring through the rear
view mirror. The neighbors gathered in the street, the after light
of day blending their forms into a cold gray mass. My hand froze
on the door handle. Why don’t I get out? Why can’t I move? Do
something! Do something!

The mirror came closer, closer engulfing me like prey. Every-
thing began spinning around and around. Stop, stop, stop. I've
got to get out. I've got to!

Darkness encased me. Cautiously I rolled one eye around try-
ing to see something, anything. I could not move. My muscles
stayed locked against my bones. My fingers seemed welded to-
gether and to the cloth they gripped. A hot tear slipped out of
the corner of my straining eye. Slowly I opened my other eye.

Casting a ghost light through a window, the moon came from
behind a cloud. The eerie light crept into the room, my room.
My nightmare and only my nightmare, thank God.

14



Premature Spring

Larry Jorgensen

FLURRIES OF SNOW BLEW at the window already covered

with crystal frost flowers. The howling wind whined as it came
around the corner of the house. Sixteen-year-old Clara pressed
her finger to the window pane. The cold nipped at her finger
tip. She scratched the frost from the window and made a little
peek hole.

Clara didn’t go to school anymore. The doctor had told her
parents that they might be able to operate in the spring. She had
a growth on the small of her back and after many nights of pain
her parents had taken her to the doctor.

A flush came over her firm round cheeks when she recalled
that first visit. The nurse had given her a smock to put on and
led her to a little room. The smock was about ten times too big
for her size twelve figure. She looked just like that fat Mrs.
Jonas in her green sack dress. When she was dressed they took
her to another little room and told her to lay on her stomach.
The nurse stuck a needle into the growth and kept talking in her
chit-chatty way.

“Well, Clara, who's taking you to the Sweetheart Ball next
February? Surely a dozen fellas must have asked you by now.
It’s only six weeks away. Well, you know what? I bet that nice
George Gibbens asked you, didn’t he, or was it that Neil Lakton?”

Clara tightened as she felt a cold object on her back. Fear
gripped her for a moment, but she answered, “It was Gary, Miss
Jensen, Gary Gibbens. His brother George is in the Coast Guards
—remember?”’ Pain—then it didn’t hurt anymore.

“QOh, how silly of me. I should have known it was Gary you
were sweet on. George is in the Coast Guards.” Miss Jensen
trotted across the room and picked up some cotton swabs. She
didn’t stop chattering for one second.

“My, I wish I could have been as popular with the beaus when
I was your age. Boys didn’t seem to like girls with glasses in
those days.”

Clara smiled to herself. She didn’t think that boys minded girls
with glasses, but girls with glasses that lolly-gagged all over them
—well, that was a different story.

“There, Clara, you didn’t feel a thing did you? Go put on your
clothes.” The doctor left the room and went to speak with her
parents.

15



Riding home that night Clara noticed that her parents were
extra quiet. Finally her mother broke the silence, “Clara, the
doctor wasn’t sure what was wrong with you. He said he wouid
send a sample of that growth in to be tested. But don’t you worry
because Doctor Soren is a good doctor. We have to take you back
in a few days.”

“Sure, honey,” her dad said, “you’ll be able to help with the
haying again next summer. But now we have to keep you home
for awhile. Okay?” .

Clara muttered something like okay. In her home she had
been taught to keep her tears and emotions to herself. She wanted
to scream but she suppressed her desire.

A few days later the doctor called and asked her parents to
bring her to town. He was waiting for them at the hospital door
when they drove up.

“Good morning, Clara. Feeling better? How’s the back? Say,
why don’t you go talk to Miss Jensen. I'm sure she has a lot to
tell you.”

Clara walked over to the office door. Miss Jensen wasn’t
there so she sat down to read a magazine.

“We were right. Clara has a cancerous growth. If we are
lucky it won’t spread and we might be able to operate in the spring
without too much danger. But if it becomes active she won’t have
more than nine months to live at the longest.”

Clara’s heart stopped as she overheard the doctor’s voice. A
cold numbness came over her and those long suppressed tears ran
freely.

How she ever got through those days she didn’t know. Here
it was the twenty-first of March and there was a blizzardous storm
outside,

The peek hole Clara had scratched on the window had iced
over, It was getting late and her parents weren’t back with the
groceries yet. She got up from the old chair and went over to the
table. Her flowered dress rustled as she moved. Clara picked up
a vase. Her blue-gray eyes started to water. The first yellow
Crocus of the year had wilted.

“Why couldn’t it just be spring? Winter is so long and lonely,”
she thought to herself.

The room seemed cold. Clara walked over to the old iron cook
stove. The fire had gone out except for a few glowing ashes at
the bottom of the grate. The cob basket was empty. She picked
up the old wooden basket and opened the door to go outside. The
wind had ceased in its war on the snow flakes and the snow was
falling softly—softly. It was warmer outside than it was in the
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house. The loose slats on the basket slapped the rim as she tramped
toward the cob pile.

The snow had blown away from the side of the old shingled
house. The bare ground looked bleak except for one small green
stem with a yellow bud on top. Clara leaned over to pick the stem.
A sudden flash of pain shot through her back. Then it was gone.
She stood up with the green stem in her hand. The yellow bud
was so delicate—so soft. Clara wondered how it could ever last
under the snow.

It was warm out here and almost seemed like spring. Once
again she made her way toward the cob pile. It made her tired
to walk through the snow. She cleared the soft white flakes from
the cobs and sat there looking at the yellow floweret; it made
spring seem so much closer.

The warm air felt like spring. It made you feel lazy and
tired, very sleepy and tired. Clara leaned her head on the snowy
pillow. The yellow Crocus was in her hand.

The snow fell softly—softly.

Troubled Soul

A misty day soothes

the soul of man;

In it find a balm

for healing hidden emotions.
Tramp along through

rising early morn’s fog,

feel its cool fingers

caress your laden breast.

Look across the steaming fields,

fresh with dewy grass now gleaming . . .
Return, O Soul, to your resting place,

for God has given you a cool healing Grace.

Terrence Hess
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Poor Beulah

Dick Jensen

THE MUFFLED RUMBLE of the dynamite, the ominous thunder
of falling rocks, and the shrieks of a doomed man burst on
the stillness of the autumnal air.

“Is he dead? Is he dead?” rushed through the mind of the
man, scrambling nimbly up the mountainside to the gaping mouth
of the cave.

Ned was lying limp under one of the splintered mine supports.
A large rock had crushed his left leg. The man stood staring at
his partner.

“Jude! Help me!”

He came closer and knelt by him.

“Jude, what happened?” More blood gurgled from the edges
of his mouth onto his already gory beard.

“God! I didn’t know you were in here,” he explained.

Ned let his weary head drop back onto his pillow of rocks.
His veined hands groped through his long silvery hair.

“I've panned my last tray of fool's gold in this world,” the
words were slow and laborious and they seemed to echo the senti-
ments of the grizzled prospector.

“You can’t die now. Not after we've hit the mother lode!” ex-
claimed his partner, a half-smile revealing crooked, tobacco-stained
teeth.

“Roll me a cigarette, I haven’t got much time left.”

The man pulled out his grimy sack of Bull Durham and the
brown, wheat paper necessary for the task.

“Jude, we've always been fair to each other. Would you make
sure that Beulah has a good place to live out her days? She'’s
been loyal to me for so long.” A smile creased the face of the
dying prospector as he thought of his faithful, lop-eared pack-
mule with the stubby tail.

His partner nodded in assent as he handed him the saliva-
soaked cigarette. Ned inhaled deeply and continued, “I ain’t never
told a soul about this but I guess I can make up for it now. Ya
know that blonde barmaid at the Twin Butte Saloon? She’s my
daughter but I haven’t been able to do right by her. Now, I could
take her back in style, but it’s too late. Would you give her part
of my gold and ship her back to St. Louis?”

“Ya know I will, but you ain’t gonna die.” His voice betrayed
what they both knew.
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“I ain’t never been much on religion, but would you say a
prayer for me?” Ned crushed his cigarette on the rocks.

The younger man haltingly began, “Our Father, Which art in
Heaven, Hallowed be Thy Name, Thy Kingdom come . . .”

Ned coughed and the blood again spurted from his mouth and
nose.

“Thy will be done . ..”

The veins in his neck bulged out, his fingernails dug into the
calloused flesh of his palm, his eyes looked unseeingly at the gold
ore around him, he relaxed, and, then, Ned was gone.

Judas stared blankly at his partner and then jumped up.

“I'm rich! I'm rich!” he shouted to the echoing rocks.

Dusk in the Rockies
Holger Madsen

HILE TREKKING THROUGH the woods on a late winter

afternoon, in weather that was as crisp as crackers, I noticed

the farewell glint of the sun on the eastern peaks. With great

haste I made my way to a bald hummock and there sat down to
view the scene.

With the sullen, sunset sentinels of the Rocky Mountains at
my back, I gazed out over the wooded slopes of the Selkirks,
where the shivering sun had made its last stand to stave off the
night. In the far off distance the Columbia River silently slithered
under a shawl of ice, on its way to the sea. As though a signal
had been given the rollicking reverberation of a coyote’s call hit
the silent air, like a bugler sounding “Taps.” Then dusk fell.
Not like a clap of thunder, but like a snowflake wafting noiseless-
ly to earth. The noisy squirrel cracked his last nut, then was silent.
The sough of the silvery spruce was stilled. The far reaching fir
folded its boughs and froze. The portly pine was quiet as though
in prayer. The rustling of the dry leaf on the poplar ceased. The
wind wilted. Even the gushing creek seemed to sense the mood,
and flowed more smoothly. Dusk was settling.

Day was in its death-throes. The forest slumbered in silence
so still it could be heard. It was as though a spell of meditation
had been cast on everything. Then dusk died and night fell.
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Return
Billy Anderson

DAVE LEFT the little apartment just as the sun was setting.

Dirty gray buildings turned red-orange for a moment and
then black. Lights winked on here and there, giving notice that
the rickety old buildings were really inhabited. Even the oppres-
sive heat seemed to become bearable as darkness crept over the
city.

David Russell liked the nights best. They covered the city
and all its ugly people. Even the slum section, where he lived,
looked better in the dark. You couldn’t see the garbage cans and
the bottles that spilled over into the streets before the sun came
up every morning. From a distance you couldn’t even tell that
every other place on the street was a bar or poolroom. The girls
hadn’t started to wander the streets in search of a sucker yet.

The city was still in the heat-soaked stupor that followed every
day in the summer. Later when the girls came out, the noise would
start. Sodden old men and young punks would be hanging around
the bars; some for drinks, some seeking any kind of “thrill.”

He crossed at the intersection and continued on up the street.
Some young boys were playing on the sidewalk and Dave had to
walk in the gutter to get around them. He wondered what little
boys in the country did in the evening. Were they so ragged and
dirty in the country? Were they so mean? No, they were clean
and neat and they were good most of the time—not in the streets
fighting, stealing, pimping.

A young girl was leaning out of the window of an old brown-
stone. Not really young. Old-young. Old. She tugged at her
wrinkled blouse and smiled at Dave.

“Got a minute, handsome?”

Dave kept right on walking. He had seen the girl before and
he knew what she wanted. He didn’t want to be seen talking to
her even in this part of town.

“Hey! I'm talking to you,” she yelled.

“Okay, I hear you.”

He walked over to the window in order to keep the whole
town from hearing the girl. He was glad that it was dark.

“Were you trying to avoid me, honey?”

“No, I—I didn’t hear you the first time.”

“I thought for a minute that you were trying to get away from

me.”
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“Oh no, I was just thinking about something else and I guess
I didn’t hear you call. I'm in lind of a hurry.”

“What'’s the big hurry?” she asked.

“I'm going to see a—a friend.”

“A girl?”

“Yes.”

“Why don’t you stay and talk to me? What has she got that
I ain’t got? I've got a bottle inside.”

“I don’t have time to explain. I really have to go now.”

“Aw come on, you can stay a little while,” she argued.

Dave could smell the cheap perfume that was sprinkled be-
tween her large breasts as she leaned out the window to try and
entice him. There was a big black mole on her left breast.

“I really have to go now, I'm late.”

“Come inside,” she cajoled. “I'll give you something to make
you forget about her.”

“No’ I?m SOl'l'y.”

Dave hurried away from the window and on up the street. He
wanted to get as far up the street as he could before she yelled
at him, as he knew she would.

“You bastard!” she shrieked. “You cheap little bastard!”

Dave looked around to see if anybody was watching before he
remembered that this sort of thing was heard all the time in his
section of the city. She would find somebody in a little while.
Somebody who liked big breasts. Big dirty breasts with a black
mole.

The city was coming to life as he continued to make his way
towards his girl’s house. People were walking the streets or sit-
ting out on the steps of the buildings. He could hear a baby cry-
ing in some distant apartment. It seemed you could always hear
a baby crying in the slums. Hungry babies with drunken fathers
or no fathers. His baby would nevar go hungry, not his. Besides,
he wasn’t going to live in the city when he got married.

Sally was waiting on the steps when Dave arrived. She had
come out to get away from the heat inside. Her white dress
stood out in the squalid surroundings. She waved and came to
Dave.

“Hi,” she said, “I thought you weren't coming.”

“I'm sorry that I'm late,” he apologized. “I was held up for
a little while on the way down.”

She took his hand and they began walking down the street.
Her hand was cool and soft to touch. Sally worked in a little
office downtown; she didn’t live like the other girls in her neigh-
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borhood. Her daily trip away from the slums seemed to keep her
from getting hard like the rest.

Sally affected deep thought, with a finger pressed to her lips.
Dave always laughed at this pose. It made him think of a littie
girl in front of a candy store. A nice, clean little girl in a while
dress.

“Let’s take a bus to the edge of the city and look at the nice
houses.”

“Okay, let’s go,” Dave said.

They walked down the street to the bus stop with their arms
linked together. Sally smiled up at Dave and he felt as if he couid
do anything in the world. He always felt good when he was with
her. He felt clean. He felt like a clean little boy.

They were a few minutes ahead of the bus so they sat on the
old green bench that had the beer advertisement on the back.
Sally chatted about things at the office and Dave listened as if
her every word held some special meaning. He didn’t say much,
he never did.

“Why are you always so quiet, Dave?”

“I don’t know,” he said. “I guess I'm just satisfied to listen
to you.”

She got up and walked around the bench. Her white dress
shone under the streetlight. She had to be doing something all
the time. Dave watched her with pride; she was his girl. He
thought of all the other girls in his neighborhood, dirty, lazy
girls.

“The bus is coming, Dave.”

Sally pulled Dave to his feet and they stood laughing as the
bus stopped. The doors rattled open and they stepped in. The
driver gave them a sour look and jammed the bus in gear. They
stumbled to the very last seat on the bus and Sally sat next to
the window. The bus was almost empty at this time of night
because the evening rush was over and very few people went
out of the city for the fun of it.

“It’s a little cooler on the bus,” Dave said.

“Yes, I wish I could ride on it all night,” she smiled, “Or
most of the night. It would be better than listening to Alice
snoring in the apartment.”

She laughed and turned back to the window. They were almost
at the edge of the city and they could already see some trees,
and houses with small lawns. Sally would look out the window
and then tell Dave to look at some little house she liked. They
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talked of the future, when they would have a house of their own.
Dave would point to a house andtell Sally of all the changes he
would make if the house were his, _

“Oh, look at that cute little house, Dave.”

“No, I like this one over here,” he laughed. “It has one of
those doors with the initial in the center. I'd like to have a door
like that. Besides, the house is white.”

The bus turned, flooding the little houses with light, and
stopped. The driver yelled that it was the last stop and both
doors flew open. Sally and Dave hopped down and ran to the
curb. Sally took a deep breath and danced down the sidewalk.
She looked back at Dave and bubbled, “Oh, Dave, wouldn’t it be
wonderful to live out here? It’s cool and there’s room to breathe.
A person could have lots of children and even a dog.”

“Yes, and it’s quiet,” he said. “No kids yelling or little babies
crying. I'll bet there isn’t one bar in this neighborhood either.
A man could let his kids play in the backyard and never have
to worry about drunks or cars.”

They walked on down the sidewalk and talked about every
place they passed. They made all kinds of wild plans about
what they would do in the future.

“What will you do to keep me in the fashion to which I've
become accustomed?” she laughed.

“Why, I—I'll work hard and become a successful businessman.
Then, I'll buy you a beautiful house in the country. We'll have
a cook, a maid, and even a butler.”

“I want two maids, sir.”

“Ungrateful wench,” he laughed, “I'll not give you more than
one.”

He chased her down the sidewalk and took her by the hand.
They walked on in silence. Dave wondered if their little dream
would ever come true. Would they always live in the slums?
Would Sally become old before her time? Would she look like
all the other women he saw? Would she look like his mother?

They came to a little park and stopped to look at the tiny
fountain in its center. They took a bench and moved it to an
open spot under the trees.

“Aren’t the stars beautiful, Dave?”

He looked up at the sky and leaned his head against her
shoulder. The white dress crackled under his head.

Sally was still talking, “I never seem to notice the stars in the
city. Anyway, they look more natural out here. They belong out
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here. Dave, are you listening to me?”

“Yes, I heard every word.”

“T’ll bet you think I'm crazy, don’t you?”

“I think we had better start back to the city,” Dave said.
“The last bus will be coming soon.”

He took Sally’s hand and they retraced their steps towards
the bus-stop. They were quiet for several minutes. Each was
thinking of the city, the hot, stinking city. However, Sally could
not stay quiet for very long and she was soon talking about every-
thing at once. Dave answered now and then, but he just nodded
most of the time.

“Here comes the bus again, Dave.”

“Yeh.”

“What’s the matter?” she asked. “You act kind of funny.”

The bus pulled up just as Dave was about to answer. They
stepped in and headed for the rear again. There weren’t any
other people on the bus. Dave shoved his hands in his pockets
and leaned back in the seat.

“You didn’t answer my question,” she said.
“Oh, nothing is wrong, I just wish we could have stayed.”
“So do I, Dave, so do 1.”

Most of the little houses were dark now. The bus rolled on
for several blocks before the lights became more frequent. The
little neighborhood drugstores and then the bars appeared. Red
neon glared against blue and green. The traffic became heavier.
Where do people go in the middle of the night?

“Do you want a sandwich or something?”

“No, let’s just go home,” she said. “It will soon be time for
breakfast if I stay up much longer.”

Dave pulled the cord and got up to let Sally out of her seat.
The driver pulled the bus to a stop and opened the doors, never
looking around. They jumped down and headed for Sally’s apart-
ment. A few people were still sitting on the steps of their apart-
ments. Sally took Dave’s hand as they reached her steps.

“I'm sorry you can’t come in, Dave.”

“That’s all right,” he said. “I should be getting home now any-
way.”

“When will I see you again?” she asked.

“I’'ll have to call you.”

She leaned foward and gave him a little kiss. He reached
for her but she ran up the steps. She turned at the door and
waved to him. He waved and turned back to the street. He shoved
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his hands back in his pockets as he walked. He thought of the
evening with Sally and of their dreams. Sally looked nice in her
white dress. She would look nice in a white house, a white house
with an initial on the door.

As he crossed the street, he saw some boys running in the
distance. There was someone lying in the street. Dave ran to
the spot and found an old drunk laying on his face. The man was
groaning and mumbling something about money. His face was
covered with blood from his broken nose. The red blood looked
dirty in his gray beard. Dirty blood. Slum blood. Dave helped

him up and tried to wipe his face. The man was still whimpering
about his money.

Dave turned the old man over to the policeman, who had heard
the yelling, and went on home. It was already getting light in the
east. The buildings would turn from black to gray again. Soon
the red ball would light the whole city and show its ugly buildings
and its ugly people. A red sun over a dirty city. Dirty red.

He walked down the dim hallway and climbed the stairs to
the flat where he and his mother lived. He noticed his hands
as he reached for the door. They were red. He tried to wipe
his red hands on his red hankerchief. The old door creaked as he
pushed it open.

“Is that you, David?” his mother called. “Are you home?”
“Yes, Mom,” he answered. “I'm home.”

These words shocked him into the full realization that he was
really home. The slums were his home. The dreams were foolish.
He would always be here. Fine houses with women in white
dresses were not for him, or Sally. She would grow old in a dirty
building just like his mother. Drunks in the street, girls leaning
out windows, and filthy streets were his life.

He walked to the window and watched the sun come up. The
same old buildings were turning red-orange on the other side.
Spilled garbage cans and empty bottles came back into view. A
baby was crying in the distance and someone yelled.

Dave flopped on the bed and tried to think. His mind was
whirling and he felt sick. Things were all mixed up .He saw
Sally in her white dress. Then, he saw the whore in a white dress
and Sally leaning out a window. He saw the drunk coming out
of the white house. The white dress had gotten dirty; Sally was
dirty, she lived in dirt. He was lying in the street, drunk. He
was old. The sun was shining on dirt and he was part of it. He
was home.
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Best Foot Forward

Keith Elliott

((WHA "CHA GOT on your foot, Mr. Wilson?”

Wally leaned on his rake and looked at the boy. Kenny
didn’t return the look though; his eyes were riveted on the while
cast.

“You see, Kenny, the other day at work, I fell down the stairs
and hurt my ankle. The doctor put this cast on there so it would
get better.”

“Oh.” Kenny was still staring. “Why d’ja fall down the stairs?”

Why, you stupid little—*“I didn’t fall down on purpose, Kenny.
I tripped.”

“Oh'ii

As if tired of this subject, his head snapped up and he started
afresh. “What’cha doin’?” he asked.

Wally’s eyes rolled back, and he shook his head slowly. “Stack-
in’ BB’s on top of the Empire State Building,” he said through
clenched teeth.

“Whaat?”

Very slowly and emphatically, Wally said, “I'm raking leaves!"’

“Oh.”

Wally gave the leaves a couple of vicious swipes, then cocked
his head as though he had heard something. “Wasn’t that your
mother calling you?” he asked.

“I didn’t hear nothin’.” Kenny looked at him innocently.

“Why don’t you go home and see if she wants you?” coaxed
Wally.

Without a word, Kenny whirled around, slapped his thighs
with his hands, and went galloping off towards his house.

Thank God, he’s gone, thought Wally. Man! can he ask the
questions! He had just gotten back in the rhythm of raking when
he heard a familiar shrill voice.

“Hey, Mr. Wilson! Mom said she didn’t want me and I can
help you.” Kenny was running up to the pile of leaves beside
Wally. Without slowing up in the least, he jumped headlong into
the pile.

Wally bent over and picked him up a little more forcefully than
necessary, and said, “Look, Kenny, I don’t need your help, and
what’s more, I don’t want it! Now run along and play somewhere
else.”

He turned his back as he saw the corners of Kenny’s mouti

28



start to quiver and turn down.

“Mr. Wilson?”

“What now?” Wally’s eyes were hard as he glared at the boy.

“I hope your foot gets better soon,” he said.

A small battle of conflicting emotions waged within Wally
as he watched the youngster walk away, his head and shoulders
drooping. He managed a weak smile when he saw the dried leaves
on the tousled head, and he thought of the day when he wouid
have a son of his own.

“Kenny!”
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